Eights Weeks On and Seven Towers Residents Still Living in Fire Damage Hell

The Seven Towers Residents Group have expressed concerns at the length of time it has taken to address the damage caused by a major fire in Gráinne House in North Belfast over 2 months ago. (9 January 2011) 

On a recent visit to Gráinne House conducting surveys on the needs of residents in the block Seven Towers’ activists were shocked to find residents of the top floors of Gráinne House still living with the fallout of smoke and fire damage 8 weeks after the incident. 

Despite repeated reports to the Housing Executive, residents are still living in flats with black carbon build-up on the walls and broken smoke alarms. 

Angie Mc Manus, Spokesperson of the Seven Towers Residents Group commented: 

 “It’s a disgrace. Immediately after the fire both the Minister and senior Housing Executive officials visited Gráinne House to see the damage. They were quick on promises, but we’re still waiting on a basic clean up.” 

“Resident’s are being shown no respect whatsoever. It’s not just the smoke damage on their walls and the health problems that it causes, it’s the fact that the smoke alarms haven’t been replaced and even the ones on the landings which make security and the fire service aware of a fire are still not working. If another fire happened tonight, residents would be lucky to escape alive.”

“The situation that these residents are being forced to live in is appalling and what has happened raises two issues, one is the NIHE’s response to reported problems and the other is an issue of health and safety. Why did the NIHE allow these residents to move back into the flats without doing a basic, but necessary, clean up?” Why have residents been forced to make repairs themselves at a financial loss of almost £1000 each and will they be reimbursed?
“Despite NIHE policy stating that emergency repairs will be carried out within 24 hours, eight weeks have passed. This is all part of a larger problem; in our last survey only 33% of Seven Towers’ residents were happy with the NIHE response to reported problems. It is clear that an overhaul in the way NIHE deal with reported problems is long overdue.”

 “We are calling on the Minister to ensure that the Housing Executive immediately address these problems. It’s an absolute disgrace. We also note with concern that two similar fires occurred in other blocks since the incident. It’s high time for a fire and safety overhaul at the Seven Towers involving the fire service and residents to ensure that everyone is living in at least a safe environment in the Towers.”

Contact Angie McManus, Spokesperson – seven towers resident group  07858 749 160

