Seven towers residents group: Press Release.
Gráinne House: Seven months later and the residents are still living with the damage caused by fire.

Residents of Gráinne House in the new lodge area have been contacting local politicians this week to again raise their concerns in relation to the fire damage they still endure in Gráinne House. 

The fire, which took place on the 10th January, caused not only serious damage to homes of residents in Grainne but also much distress. This distress has been compounded by the lack of action by the Housing Executive in remedying the problem. Despite having told the North Belfast News in March that they were satisfied that “all fire related repairs were carried out in a timely manner”, work to repair significant damage to several flats remains outstanding. Following a freedom of information request, residents have learned that work to clean walls, paint doors and frames as well as replace lighting was only issued on 17th June following further pressure from the Seven Towers Residents group. Even this has not yet been started.  Residents are also concerned that the smoke alarm on the landing which did not sound during the original fire may still not be in working order since the soot from the fire still remains.
Stewart Mercer and Patrick Dewar live on the 16th floor and are still living with the smoke and fire damages caused over seven months ago. 

Mr Dewar explained his frustration with the complete lack of movement to date. 

“We have tried everything. We have been to the media, made the housing executive and the department aware of the problem, contacted our solicitors and contacted the local political representatives to try to get something done. 

“Recently (on the 16th June), we met with officials from the Department for Social Development and the District Housing Officer for North Belfast, to again raise the issue with them. They looked us in the eye and promised a quick resolution. Six weeks later we’re still waiting.

“This situation is beyond a joke. What does a resident of north Belfast have to do to get the housing executive to live up to their responsibilities? If it was the other way about and we owed the Housing Executive something seven months down the line, we’d be sitting in front of a judge. 

“North Belfast must be one of the few places in the world where it takes more than seven months to clean up the damage from a fire in people’s homes. I can’t imagine what their excuse will be this time”
For further information contact Patrick Dewar 07752559333 or Seán Brady 07747776036

Statement Ends. 

